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Overview: 18th FEB – 18th MARCH 2020

MEDIA COVERAGE

Perikatan Nasional (PN), a
coalition formed amidst the
2020 Malaysian political crisis,
swiftly gained high exposure on
the media as it becomes the
current government.

A new Cabinet comprising
politicians from PN was
announced on March 9. The
following days witnessed
higher media exposure on PN
than usual.

EVENT TIMELINE

Feb 23 Feb 24 Feb 28th 

Feb 23: meeting at 
Sheraton hotel, backdoor 
government speculation

Feb 24: Tun M resign as 
PPBM chairman and 
Prime Minister, later 

elected as the interim 
Prime Minister

Feb 25: Agong interview 
all the MPs to determine 

new PM. BN and PAS 
want fresh election

Feb 26: Tun M proposes 
unity government while 
PH nominates Anwar as 

PM

Feb 27: Dr M backs as 
PPBM chairman

Feb 28: PPBM, UMNO, 
PAS and PBRS nominate 
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin 

as Prime Minister

Feb 29: PH return to back 
Dr M as PM candidate

March 1: Tan Sri 
Muhyiddin Yassin 

appointed as the eighth 
Prime Minister of 

Malaysia

March 9: Tan Sri 
Muhyiddin Yassin 

announced the new 
Cabinet ministers

The unfolding of event following the dissolution of previous cabinet



THE NEW LINE-UP
The new cabinet line-up consist of a coalition from  Barisan Nasional (BN), Parti Peribumi
Bersatu Malaysia (PPBM) and Parti Islam Se-Malaysia (PAS), supported by Gabungan Parti
Sarawak (GPS), Gabungan Bersatu Sabah (GBS) and independent MPs.

The new cabinet also introduce a new structure 
unprecedented before. Discarding the conventional role of a 
deputy prime ministers, the Prime Minister instead 
appointed four senior ministers who will coordinate the 
ministerial portfolios. Some ministers and deputy ministers 
are appointed not from the MPs but by appointment as a 
senator. 



Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali has been appointed as Minister of International
Trade and Industry, while the administration of his previous portfolio, Economic
Affairs, has returned to the Prime Minister’s Department. He is currently an
independent politician as he left PKR amidst the 2020 political crisis. He is one of
the ministers of PH era to spearhead the SPV 2030, and he assured Malaysians
that the new government under Muhyiddin’s leadership is still committed to
implement the blueprint.

Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob was appointed as Minister of Defence in
Muhyiddin’s cabinet. He had held several ministerial positions in the past, but he
was most known for his work as Minister of Rural and Regional Development.
Ismail was also appointed as Opposition leader when Datuk Seri Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi went on his garden leave. Given his duty as one of the three vice-
presidents of UMNO, he was seen to be making announcement on behalf of the
party most of the time.

Datuk Seri Fadillah Yusof was reappointed as Works Minister after Muhyiddin
becomes the Prime Minister. His appointment ensure the representation of the
voice of the East Malaysia in the cabinet. As a former Works Minister, he has been
active in criticising PH’s Works Minister, Baru Bian over the way the latter handled
the portfolio.

Dr Radzi Jidin was a former UMNO member before he joined Bersatu and was
appointed as the party information chief. He was the Deputy Minister of Economic
Affairs before his recent appointment as Education Minister under Muhyiddin’s
leadership. During his time as Deputy Minister of Economic Affairs, he was seen to
be more active with his ministerial works compared to Bersatu’s activities.

THE NEW FRONTLINE
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Azmin Ali was frequently mentioned by the media as one of the key
figures in the 2020 Malaysian political crisis. Amidst the crisis, he left PKR
along with 10 other MPs.

Ismail Sabri Yaakob is visible in his active role as opposition leader
before. He disagree on declaration of assets, urged Dong Zong to stop
insulting the Malays for their ongoing protest against the Jawi syllabus,
asked Bersih to object the questionable practices amidst the Kimanis by-
election among many others.

As a Sarawakian MP, Fadilah Yusof was busy in addressing issues involving
the Sarawak, particularly on the 20% oil royalty issue. Meanwhile, Radzi
Jidin was active in his role as the Deputy Minister of Economic Affairs
during the governance of Pakatan Harapan.



Azmin Ali media presence is highly influential with staggering numbers of 
news and statements made, especially given his ministerial position in both 
PH and PN coalition. Ismail Sabri Yaakob coverage is also quite high given his 
active role as opposition leader before.

Aside from criticising former government in managing Sarawak, Fadilah Yusof
was also visible in media due to his critics on the previous Works Minister. His 
media presence is most visible in the Borneo. 

Despite his role as the Deputy Minister of Economic Affairs during the 
governance of Pakatan Harapan, Radzi Jidin media coverage is quite modest. 
His media presence is mostly on his work as he address the issues regarding 
Felda and Felcra previously.



Tengku Zafrul Aziz made history by being the first technocrat to be appointed as
Finance Minister. As a non-political figure, he was appointed as a senator in order
to be a minister. This is similar in the case of the appointment of Datuk Seri Dr
Zulkifli Mohamad Al-Bakri, the Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department
(Religious Affairs).

Tengku Zafrul Aziz is known for being a banker and corporate figure. He was the
CEO for CIMB from 2014 to 2020, until his appointment in Muhyiddin’s cabinet.
Prior to his appointment, Zafrul was active in addressing the economic impact of
COVID-19 outbreak, stating that it will be a tough year for the banking industry
and agreed that BNM’s RM3.3 billion fund would definitely stimulate the SMEs in
Malaysia. He had also served as the CEO of Maybank Investment Bank and was
one of the judges in The Firm, a corporate reality show similar to The Apprentice.

Although his media presence is quite modest in the preceding period before his
appointment as Finance Minister, the media share indicated a strong presence in
economic publication as The Edge Markets.

THE APPOINTED TECHNOCRAT



Datuk Seri Mustapa Mohamed or commonly known as Tok Pa was appointed as
Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department (Eonomic Affairs) in Muhyiddin’s
Cabinet. Mustapa had held several ministerial positions in the past, but he was
most notable as former Minister of International Trade and Industry as he held the
portfolio from April 2009 to May 2018.

He was the first MP to switch party from UMNO to Bersatu after GE-14. He joined
Bersatu on 27 October 2018, then he was the sole PH representative in Kelantan.
Since he joined Bersatu, there have been articles that hinted that Mustapa would
be leading the Economic Affairs Ministry instead of Datuk Seri Azmin Ali.

Mustapa Mohamed was frequently mentioned by the media as one of the top
politicians to switch from UMNO to Bersatu. He also addressed the national debt
issue and proposed to the government to allocated RM400 million for Facilitation
Fund. His media presence is quite substantial with Bernama being the leading
media mentioning his name.

THE VETERAN



Aside from Ismail Sabri Yaakob as UMNO strong person in the cabinet, other 
prominent UMNO figures are also making a comeback. Annuar Musa, the 
secretary general of UMNO has been appointed as the Federal Territories Minister 
by the Prime Minister. Interestingly, it has been about two decades since he last 
serve as a minister. From 1993 to 1999, he was the Minister of Rural Development. 
Prior to that, he was the Minister of Youth and Sports.

While this is the first time for Noraini Ahmad to serve as a minister, it is not her 
first time as a cabinet member. In the past, she was appointed as the Deputy 
Minister of Human Resources, which she served from 2008 to 2009. It may only a 
short stint, but she was later appointed as MATRADE chairperson. In the new 
cabinet, she was appointed as the Minister of Higher Education. 

Hishammuddin Hussein is the son of Malaysia’s third Prime Minister Tun Hussein 
Onn and the grandson of UMNO founder Datuk Sri Onn Jaafar. Coming from a 
political family, he made a name for himself by serving multiple ministries in the 
past, Youth and Sports, Education, Home Affairs, and Defence. He seems to make a 
positive return as Foreign Ministry by building the rapport with China’s embassy to 
secure medical aids in the time of COVID-19. 

Khairy Jamaluddin is currently serving as the Minister of Science, Technology and 
Innovation. Previously, he had held the portfolio of Youth and Sports along with 
UMNO Youth chief. During his time as youth leader, he had done several activities 
that made him popular among the youth. After BN defeat in GE-14, Khairy was 
seen to disassociating himself from the leadership of UMNO. Instead, Khairy
voiced for a reform in UMNO, particularly on its leadership. This was his narrative 
while campaigning for the UMNO presidency. 

THE RETURNING UMNO FRONTLINER
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As the secretary-general of UMNO, Annuar Musa was seen to be active in
handling the situation in the party during the 2020 Malaysian political crisis.
He gathered all UMNO division heads at PWTC the day after the Sheraton
Move. While Hishamuddin did not defend his vice-president position in
UMNO during the party leadership election in 2018, he remains as an active
opposition during the Pakatan government era. As a former Defence Minister,
he was seen arguing with then Defence Minister Mohamad Sabu over the way
the latter handled the Defence Ministry.

Noraini was seen to be busy with her duty as PAC chairperson and Wanita
UMNO chairperson before. She urged women to take charge in making
decision to improve the nation. Khairy Jamaluddin or KJ remain active in the
media over his critics on the financial issues in the country. Despite not being a
part of the central leadership in UMNO, he was seen to be active in
campaigning for UMNO-BN in the previous by-elections.



Based on the news coverage of the UMNO personnel inside the cabinet, most 
of them are quite active with a strong media presence over the course of 
three month this year. With the political turmoil over the change of 
government, Annuar Musa and Hishammuddin Hussein has a consistent 
presence as a spokeperson for UMNO. 

While Noraini Ahmad presence is less in numbers than the big guys, her 
previous role as as Public Accounts Committee (PAC) chairperson warrants a 
constant media presence. 

KJ’s popularity is undeniable, even when his media presence has gone into 
the shadow compare to when he is in ministerial position, his cumulative 
media share remain the highest over the year.



Datuk Takiyuddin Hassan has been appointed as a Minister in the Prime Minister’s
Department, who will be handling the portfolio of Parliament and Law. He has been
serving as PAS secretary-general since 2015, succeeding Mustafa Ali. Takiyuddin is
the sole PAS representative in the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) and also serves
as an executive committee in Football Association of Malaysia (FAM).

Datuk Tuan Ibrahim Tuan Man is currently the Environment Minister of Malaysia.
Previously, it was the Ministry of Energy, Science, Technology, Environment and
Climate Change. Under Muhyiddin’s administration, the minister has been divided
into three. Tuan Ibrahim is also the Deputy President of PAS, succeeding Mohamad
Sabu who left the party and formed Amanah during the Pakatan Rakyat fallout in
2015

Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali is the current Minister of Plantation Industries and
Commodities. After GE-14, he was appointed as board chairman for four
Terengganu state-owned companies. He is one of the notable Islamic scholars in
PAS and previously held numerous position in Dewan Ulamak PAS. Aside from the
Ministry position, three PAS MPs are also selected as deputy Ministers.

THE FRONTLINER FROM PAS



As the secretary-general of PAS, Takiyuddin Hassan was active in coming out
with statements regarding the power transition issue until the 2020 Malaysian
political crisis. Initially, he denied that PAS support Muhyiddin as PM. But later,
announced that PAS is supporting Muhyiddin as PM.

Tuan Ibrahim Tuan Man was active in questioning PH government’s action
when he was an opposition. He asked on the status of research on UEC and
lengthy toll concession for PLUS. Today, as the Minister of Environment, he
made statements such Malaysia will be sending back waste to its origin
country. But he was also attacked over the logging issue in Kelantan.

Mohd Khairuddin Aman Razali may not have high media exposure compared
to the other top leadership in PAS, but he was active in doing his job as Kuala
Nerus MP and as an opposition prior to becoming a minister. He addressed
issues like petrol price, ICERD ratification, death sentence abolishment, etc.
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While their media presence is not as active earlier this year, following the
political turmoil, the three political figure has become more visible in the media.

As the secretary general of PAS, Takiyuddin Hassan is the most active, followed
by Tuan Ibrahim Tuan Man as the Deputy President of PAS. Khairuddin Aman
Razali showed the least visibility compare to the other two.

Given their political appeal, the highest media coverage of the three frontliner
from PAS seems to be concentrated into the Malay Muslim readership. Sinar
Harian appears to be the leading publication reporting the news on the three
figure.
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FACEBOOKWe are research-based entity focusing on open source data
intelligence. Leveraging on Big Data and Artificial Intelligence, we
establish various data storytelling in many context such as price
intelligence, social listening and media monitoring.
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